Prepress 101: How to Prepare Images for Print
1. Set Images to CMYK

Your images should be set to CMYK, the standard color mode for print. To do this, open your image in
Photoshop. Click on the Image menu and select Mode (top of menu). In the submenu, click, CMYK
color mode. A dialogue box will appear. Click OK to continue. Save your image.

Seles Window  Hel

PS File Edit Image Layer Type Filter 3D View

Grayscale
Adjustments » Y BONUSTIP:
Duotone
Auto Tone Shift+Ctrl+L Indexed Color... It’s a good practice to save

Auto Contrast Alt+5Shift+Ctrl+L | v RGE Color

Auto Color Shift+Ctrl+B CMYE Color
Lab Color

T I KR I |

your converted images under a
separate name or in a folder that

oes with your print projects
Irmage Size... Alt+Crl+| & yourp Pro)

Image Size: 2.97M .

2. Use High-Resolution Images
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3. Know the Difference Between Vector and Raster Images

If you are printing something that is large format (such as a trade show sign or a billboard), your file is
going to need to be pretty large in order to avoid pixilation. This is when vector images come in handy.
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A raster image has a set size. This logo.png fileis 112 x A vector image will automatically resize itself to fit a
58 pixels. When resized, the image will become pixelat- large space. This logo.eps file was created in Adobe II-
ed. Raster file types include .jpg, .png, .gif, and . tif. ~ lustrator. Vector file types include .ai, .eps, .pdf, .svg.
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